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OMG353 —- DEMOCRACY AND GOOD GOVERNANCE “&

UNIT -1 STRUCTURE AND PROCESS OF GOVERNANCE IN INDIA, MODEL OF
DEMOCRACY, PARLIAMENT, PARTY POLITICS AND ELECTORAL
BEHAVIOUR, FEDERALISM, THE SUPREME COURT AND JUDICIAL ACTIVISM,
UNITS OF LOCAL GOVERNANCE

PART A

1. Define Democracy?

Democracy is a political system where the ultimate power lies with the people. This power
can be exercised either directly, where citizens participate in decision-making, or indirectly
through elected representatives who act on behalf of the people. Democratic governance
Is characterized by principles such as equality, freedom, and fair representation, allowing

citizens to influence government actions through voting and civic engagement.
2. What is good governance?

Good governance refers to the way public institutions conduct public affairs, manage
resources, and guarantee the realization of rights in a manner that promotes transparency,
accountability, responsiveness, equity, and inclusivity. It involves decision-making
processes that are effective, inclusive, and meet the needs of all members of society,

fostering trust in institutions and improving the quality of life for citizens.
3. List any two characteristics of good governance.

Transparency: Good governance promotes openness in actions and decisions, making
information readily accessible to the public, which helps prevent corruption and fosters

trust.
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Accountability: Good governance requires that officials are answerable for their actic o

and decisions, which reinforces ethical behavior and strengthens public trust in institutions.
4. What is the role of civil society in promoting democracy?

Civil society plays a vital role in promoting democracy by acting as a bridge between the
government and citizens. It encourages citizen participation in governance, advocates for
human rights, and holds the government accountable through advocacy, monitoring, and
providing alternative solutions. Civil society groups’ foster democratic values, empower

marginalized communities, and ensure that government actions reflect public interests.
5. Name any two principles of good governance.

Inclusiveness: Good governance ensures that all members of society, including
marginalized and vulnerable groups, have a voice in decision-making processes,

promoting equitable representation.

Rule of Law: The principle of rule of law requires that all individuals, including
government officials, are subject to and protected by the law, creating a foundation for

justice and equality.
6. Define transparency in the context of good governance.

Transparency in good governance means that the government’s actions, decisions, and
processes are open, clear, and accessible to the public. It allows citizens to have access to
information regarding the functioning of institutions, fostering accountability and reducing

corruption by creating a culture of openness.
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7. Why is accountability important in governance?

Accountability in governance is essential because it ensures that officials are responsible
for their actions, preventing misuse of power and resources. By requiring transparency in
decisions and actions, accountability builds public trust and curbs corruption, encouraging

officials to act ethically and in the best interests of the people.
8. Mention any two types of democracy.

Direct Democracy: A form of democracy where citizens directly participate in decision-

making processes on legislative and policy issues.

Representative Democracy: A system where citizens elect representatives who make
decisions and create policies on their behalf, allowing for efficient governance in larger

populations.
9. What is decentralization?

Decentralization is the process of transferring power and authority from central
government to local governments and regional administrations. It enables local institutions
to make decisions on policies and programs that affect their communities, allowing for

more responsive and locally relevant governance.
10.State any two challenges of democracy.

Corruption: Corruption undermines democratic principles by eroding public trust,

misusing resources, and preventing equitable development.

Inequality: Economic and social inequalities hinder democratic processes by limiting

equal participation, creating disparities in access to resources and opportunities.
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11.What is the significance of the rule of law in governance?

The rule of law is crucial in governance as it ensures that all members of society, including
leaders, are equally subject to the law. It upholds fairness, justice, and accountability,
deterring arbitrary rule and protecting individuals' rights and freedoms, which strengthens

public confidence in legal and governmental institutions.
12.What do you mean by public accountability?

Public accountability is the obligation of government officials and public institutions to
answer for their actions and decisions to the citizens. It requires transparency in operations,
responsiveness to public needs, and allows citizens to hold authorities responsible,

enhancing the effectiveness and credibility of governance.
13.What is e-governance?

E-governance refers to the application of information and communication technology
(ICT) by the government to deliver public services, engage citizens, and improve
administrative efficiency. It enables streamlined access to information, greater
transparency, and more efficient service delivery, making governance more accessible and

responsive to public needs.
14.What is social justice in the context of democracy?

Social justice in democracy emphasizes the equitable distribution of wealth, opportunities,
and privileges within society. It ensures that all individuals, regardless of background, have
fair access to resources, representation, and participation, promoting a more inclusive and

egalitarian society.
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15. Define participatory governance.

Participatory governance is an approach that involves citizens actively in the decision-
making processes of governance. It fosters inclusivity and allows people to contribute to
policy formulation, implementation, and evaluation, ensuring that decisions reflect diverse

perspectives and community needs, thus strengthening democratic governance.

16 What is the role of the President in Indian governance?
The President of India is the ceremonial head of state and the supreme commander of the
armed forces, exercising powers based on the advice of the Council of Ministers, with

some discretionary powers in special circumstances.

17.Briefly explain the term “separation of powers.”
Separation of powers is the division of government responsibilities into distinct branches—
legislative, executive, and judicial—to prevent any one branch from gaining too much

power and to ensure a system of checks and balances.

18. What are the three branches of the Indian government?
The three branches are the Executive (headed by the President and Council of Ministers),
the Legislature (Parliament), and the Judiciary (Supreme Court, High Courts, and

subordinate courts).

19. Who heads the executive branch of the Indian government?
The executive branch is headed by the President, with the Prime Minister and the

Council of Ministers responsible for day-to-day executive functions.

20. What is the role of the Lok Sabha in Parliament?

The Lok Sabha, or House of the People, is the lower house of Parliament responsible for

5
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law-making, budget approvals, and representing the public, with members elected

directly by citizens.

21. Define “bicameral legislature.”
A bicameral legislature is a law-making body with two houses or chambers, such as

India’s Parliament, which consists of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.
22. What is the maximum strength of the Lok Sabha?

The maximum strength of the Lok Sabha is 552 members, including representatives

from states, union territories, and up to 2 members nominated by the President.

23. Define political party.
A political party is an organized group of people with shared values and policies aiming

to gain political power through elections to influence government policy.

24. What is meant by “electoral behavior”?
Electoral behavior studies how individuals make voting decisions, considering factors

such as demographics, political affiliations, and social influences.

25. What is the significance of the Election Commission in India?
The Election Commission of India oversees and ensures free, fair, and transparent

elections across the country, maintaining democratic integrity.

26. Define federalism.
Federalism is a system of government where power is divided between a central

authority and various regional governments, with each level having specified powers.
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27. How does the Indian Constitution describe the country’s federal structure?

The Indian Constitution describes India as a “Union of States,” with a quasi-federal

structure that combines federal and unitary features.

28. What is the role of the Finance Commission in federalism?
The Finance Commission advises on the distribution of financial resources between the

central government and states, ensuring fiscal balance and equitable resource allocation.

29. Mention any one difference between the central and state powers in India.
The Union List in the Indian Constitution gives exclusive powers to the central
government, such as defense and foreign policy, whereas states have autonomy over

subjects in the State List, like police and health.

30. Define judicial activism.
Judicial activism refers to the proactive role of the judiciary in protecting rights and

promoting justice by interpreting laws and the Constitution beyond the literal text.

PART - B

1. Structure and Process of Governance in India:

Governance in India is a structured process where authority is exercised through three
branches of government: the Executive, Legislature, and Judiciary. This structure,
grounded in the Constitution of India, ensures that each branch plays a unique role while

maintaining a system of checks and balances.

. Executive: Headed by the President, the executive branch is responsible for implementing

laws and managing daily government functions. The President’s role is largely ceremonial,
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but in specific circumstances, they have discretionary powers. Real power lies with
Council of Ministers led by the Prime Minister.

Legislature: The bicameral Parliament comprises the Lok Sabha (House of the People)
and the Rajya Sabha (Council of States). The Legislature's primary roles are law-making,
budget approvals, and oversight of the executive. Through the budget and various policies,
the Legislature holds the executive accountable to the public.

Judiciary: The Judiciary, independent of the other branches, interprets laws and ensures
they align with the Constitution. It has the power of judicial review, allowing it to declare

laws unconstitutional if they violate fundamental rights or exceed legislative authority.

Separation of Powers: This principle ensures that each branch operates within its

jurisdiction without encroaching on the others, creating a balanced system.

2. Model of Democracy in India:

India’s democratic model is a representative democracy where citizens elect
representatives to Parliament and state legislatures, who then make decisions on their

behalf. This model is founded on equality, justice, and the rule of law.

Direct vs. Representative Democracy: While direct democracy involves citizens voting
on issues directly, representative democracy, as in India, involves elected officials making
decisions. This system ensures broader participation in governance.
Types of Democracy:

o Procedural Democracy focuses on electoral processes and the rule of law.

o Substantive Democracy emphasizes social and economic justice, where

democratic values reflect equality, inclusivity, and freedom.
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Participatory Democracy: In India, participatory elements such as Gram Sabhas all ).

citizens to engage in decision-making, particularly in rural governance. India’s model
emphasizes electoral representation within a constitutional framework, safeguarding rights

and promoting fair governance.

3. Parliament:

India’s Parliament is a bicameral legislature, consisting of two houses: the Lok Sabha

and Rajya Sabha.

« Lok Sabha (House of the People): Comprising members elected by the citizens of India,
it plays a key role in law-making, budget approvals, and representing public concerns. The
maximum strength is 552 members.

. Rajya Sabha (Council of States): A permanent body with staggered re-elections, the
Rajya Sabha represents the states and union territories. The Vice President is the ex-officio

Chairman, ensuring state interests are represented at the national level.

Parliament has a quorum of one-tenth of its members for sessions, ensuring substantial
participation. Its role includes questioning the government, debating bills, and passing
laws. Parliament, through its sessions, maintains democratic accountability by scrutinizing

government policies and budgets.

4. Party Politics and Electoral Behaviour:

India’s political landscape is characterized by a multi-party system, with multiple parties

representing various ideologies, regions, and interests.
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Political Parties: Parties aim to gain political power by representing societal interests ¢
influencing government policy. They operate within a multi-party environment, where
coalition governments often emerge, especially in states with diverse populations.
Electoral Behaviour: This includes the factors influencing voters’ choices, such as caste,
religion, socioeconomic status, and political affiliations. It reflects public opinion and
affects the nature of governance.

Coalition Governments: These are common in India’s multi-party system. Parties join

forces to form a majority, ensuring stable governance despite ideological differences.

The Election Commission of India ensures free and fair elections, overseeing the

democratic process and maintaining its integrity.

5. Federalism:

Federalism in India is a division of powers between the central and state governments.

Constitutional Structure: The Indian Constitution describes India as a "Union of States,"
with a quasi-federal structure that balances federal and unitary features. Powers are divided
across the Union List, State List, and Concurrent List.

Union and State Powers: The Union List includes central subjects like defense, while the
State List includes local matters like police. The Concurrent List allows both to legislate
on issues such as education.

Finance Commission: This body ensures fiscal balance by recommending financial

distributions between the central government and states, maintaining resource equity.

Federalism enables regional representation while ensuring national unity, with both levels

working within constitutional frameworks.

10
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6. The Supreme Court and Judicial Activism:

The Supreme Court of India is the highest judicial authority and guardian of the

Constitution.

Judicial Activism: This involves the judiciary taking a proactive role in promoting justice,
often through Public Interest Litigations (PILs) which allow individuals to bring public
Issues to court. PILs have made the judiciary more accessible and responsive.

Judicial Review: This power enables the Court to examine laws and executive actions to
ensure they conform with the Constitution. If any law contradicts the Constitution, the

Court can declare it invalid.

The Supreme Court’s role in protecting rights and upholding constitutional values has

earned it a significant place in Indian governance.

7. Units of Local Governance:

Local governance in India functions through a decentralized system, primarily the

Panchayati Raj system in rural areas and Municipal Corporations in urban areas.

Panchayati Raj System: Established by the 73rd Constitutional Amendment, it empowers
rural governance. Gram Sabhas (village assemblies) play a central role in local decision-
making and planning.

Municipal Corporations: These bodies manage urban areas and handle essential services
such as sanitation, public health, and infrastructure. Their autonomy allows them to address

the specific needs of urban populations.

11
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UNIT -2 REGULATORY INSTITUTIONS IN INDIA: SEBI, TRAI, AND
COMPETITION COMMISSION OF INDIA

PART - A

1. What is SEBI, and what is its primary function?

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is the regulatory authority for the
securities and capital markets in India. Established in 1988 and given statutory status in
1992, SEBI’s primary function is to protect the interests of investors in securities, promote
fair and transparent trading practices, and regulate the securities market to prevent fraud
and malpractice. SEBI oversees stock exchanges, mutual funds, brokers, and other

financial intermediaries to ensure that the capital market operates efficiently and ethically.

2. What are the main objectives of SEBI?

SEBI has three main objectives:

o Investor Protection: Ensuring that investors are protected from fraudulent and
unfair practices in the securities market.

o Market Regulation: Regulating the securities market to promote efficient trading
and transparency.

o Market Development: Facilitating the development and innovation of the

securities market to support economic growth and capital formation.

3. Explain the role of TRAI in India.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), established in 1997, is responsible
for regulating the telecommunications and broadcasting sectors in India. TRAI’s role

includes setting tariffs, ensuring fair competition, protecting consumer interests, and

12
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promoting transparency and quality in telecom services. TRAI also monitors the operatic ),
of service providers and facilitates the development of the telecom sector by fostering fair
practices and efficient resource utilization.

4. \What are the functions of TRAI?

TRAI performs several key functions:

o Tariff Regulation: Setting tariffs for telecom services to ensure affordability and
fairness for consumers.

o Consumer Protection: Addressing consumer grievances and ensuring quality
standards in telecom services.

o Market Regulation: Preventing monopolies and fostering healthy competition
within the telecom industry.

o Policy Support: Advising the government on matters related to telecommunications

policy and infrastructure development.

5. What is the Competition Commission of India (CCI)?

The Competition Commission of India (CCI) is the regulatory authority responsible for
enforcing the Competition Act, 2002, and promoting fair competition in Indian markets.
Established in 2003, CCI aims to prevent anti-competitive practices such as monopolies,
cartels, and abuse of dominant positions, ensuring that markets remain competitive and
consumers benefit from fair pricing and choices. CCI’s work fosters an environment

conducive to economic growth, innovation, and consumer welfare.

13
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6. List the main functions of the Competition Commission of India (CCl).

The CCI performs several crucial functions:

o Anti-competitive Regulation: Investigating and preventing anti-competitive
agreements and abuse of dominant market positions.

o Merger Control: Reviewing mergers and acquisitions to prevent the formation of
monopolies that could harm consumer interests.

o Consumer Protection: Ensuring that consumers have access to a variety of
products and services at competitive prices.

o Advocacy: Promoting competition advocacy to raise awareness about the benefits

of fair competition among stakeholders.

7. How does SEBI contribute to investor protection in India?

SEBI enforces strict rules for market intermediaries, requires companies to disclose
important financial information, and conducts regular monitoring to prevent fraudulent
activities. It also educates investors and resolves grievances through its complaint redressal

system, thus building investor confidence and maintaining market integrity.

8. What is the significance of TRAI in the digital era?

In the digital era, TRAI is crucial as it regulates the rapidly evolving telecommunications
and broadcasting sectors, which are vital for internet connectivity, digital services, and e-
governance. TRAI ensures affordable tariffs, service quality, and fair competition,

supporting India's digital growth and consumer access to technology.

14
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9. Why is the Competition Commission of India important for the economy?

CCl ensures that businesses operate in a fair and competitive manner, preventing
monopolistic practices and fostering a level playing field. This regulatory framework
encourages innovation, keeps prices fair for consumers, and attracts investment by
establishing a transparent and competitive market, which ultimately boosts economic

growth.

10.Explain how TRAI ensures fair competition in the telecom sector.

TRAI regulates tariffs, licenses, and interconnectivity terms to prevent any single company
from gaining excessive market power. It monitors service quality and investigates anti-
competitive behavior among telecom operators, ensuring that consumers benefit from fair

pricing and a variety of service providers.

PART — B

1. Requlatory Institutions in India: SEBI, TRAI, and Competition Commission of India:

India has a well-established framework of regulatory institutions that oversee different
sectors of the economy, promoting efficiency, protecting consumer interests, and ensuring fair
competition. Three of the primary regulatory bodies in India are the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI), the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), and the
Competition Commission of India (CCI). Each institution plays a critical role in ensuring
smooth functioning and integrity in its respective sector. Here’s an in-depth look at their

functions, objectives, and significance in India’s regulatory landscape.

15
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A. Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) was established in 1988 and
received statutory powers through the SEBI Act in 1992. SEBI’s primary role is to regulate the
securities and capital markets in India, ensuring that investors are protected and that the markets

function transparently and fairly.

Obijectives of SEBI

SEBI’s threefold objectives are:

« Investor Protection: To protect investors’ interests from fraudulent practices, ensuring
fair access to information and ethical practices by companies and intermediaries.

. Market Regulation: To maintain order and transparency in the securities market, enabling
efficient market functioning.

« Market Development: To support innovation and growth within the capital market,

encouraging economic development and capital formation.

B. Functions of SEBI

To fulfil its objectives, SEBI performs the following functions:

. Regulatory Functions: SEBI regulates stock exchanges, brokers, depositories, and mutual
funds. It sets rules for companies in the securities market, such as disclosure norms and
insider trading laws.

. Developmental Functions: SEBI educates investors, promotes research, and organizes
awareness programs to build investor confidence. It introduces market-friendly reforms

and modern technology to improve market infrastructure.

16
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Protective Functions: SEBI monitors trading activities to prevent malpractices like pr ).
rigging and insider trading. It also maintains a redressal mechanism for investor

grievances.

Through these functions, SEBI plays a vital role in safeguarding the integrity of India’s

capital markets, promoting transparency, and fostering confidence among investors.

2. Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) was established in 1997 under the

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act. TRAID’s primary role is to regulate the
telecommunications and broadcasting sectors, which are vital to India’s digital and

communication infrastructure.

Obijectives of TRAI

TRAI’s main objectives include:

Ensuring Fair Competition: To promote fair competition among telecom service
providers, preventing monopolies and facilitating consumer choice.

Consumer Protection: To protect consumer interests by setting standards for service
quality and ensuring affordable tariffs.

Promoting Innovation and Growth: To support infrastructure growth and

modernization, ensuring a robust digital environment.

Functions of TRAI

TRAI performs several essential functions to requlate the telecom industry:

17
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- Tariff Regulation: TRAI sets and reviews tariffs for telecom services to ens
affordability and fair pricing.

« Quality of Service: It monitors telecom services to ensure quality standards are
maintained, addressing issues like call drops and connectivity problems.

« Licensing and Interconnectivity: TRAI sets terms and conditions for licensing and
interconnectivity between different telecom operators, fostering a balanced and
competitive environment.

« Policy Advising: TRAI advises the government on telecom policy, particularly concerning

emerging technologies and digital infrastructure requirements.

With these functions, TRAI plays an integral role in making telecommunications
accessible and reliable, fostering a competitive market, and ensuring consumer rights in the

digital space.

3. Competition Commission of India (CCI)

The Competition Commission of India (CCI) was established in 2003 under the
Competition Act of 2002. CCI’s primary mandate is to prevent anti-competitive practices and
ensure that markets operate fairly, with businesses competing on merit rather than monopolistic

advantage.

Objectives of CCI

CCI aims to:

« Promote and Sustain Competition: By preventing anti-competitive practices like cartels,

monopolies, and abuse of dominant market positions.

18




JAI RUBAA COLLECGE OF ENG NEERI NG TI RUPPUR

« Consumer Welfare: Ensuring consumers benefit from competitive pricing, a variety ).
choices, and high-quality goods and services.
. Encourage Economic Efficiency: Supporting innovation and efficiency in markets by

maintaining a level playing field for all businesses.

Functions of CCI

The CCI has several important functions, including:

. Anti-competitive Regulation: CCI investigates and prevents anti-competitive
agreements, cartels, and abuse of dominance in the market.

« Merger and Acquisition Control: CClI reviews and regulates mergers and acquisitions to
prevent the formation of monopolies that could negatively affect consumers and the
economy.

« Consumer Protection: By maintaining a competitive environment, CCI ensures that
consumers are not exploited by high prices or low-quality products.

. Advocacy and Research: CCI engages in advocacy efforts to raise awareness about
competition law and conducts research on competitive practices, educating stakeholders

on the importance of competition.

Conclusion:

CCTI’s role in fostering fair competition is crucial for the Indian economy, as it creates an
environment where innovation thrives, consumers benefit, and the overall market operates

efficiently.

19
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UNIT — 3 LOBBYING INSTITUTIONS: CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE, TRADE \&&%)

UNIONS, FARMERS ASSOCIATIONS

PART - A

1. What is the role of Chambers of Commerce in lobbying?
Chambers of Commerce represent the business community, lobbying for policies that
promote business growth and economic development. They provide a platform for
businesses to voice their concerns, influence legislation, and support policies that benefit

trade and commerce.

2. Name any two functions of Chambers of Commerce.
Two main functions of Chambers of Commerce are advocating for business-friendly
policies and providing networking opportunities for businesses to promote trade and

cooperation.

3. Define Trade Unions in the context of lobbying.
Trade Unions are organizations formed by workers to protect and promote their rights and
interests. They lobby for fair wages, improved working conditions, and worker rights

through collective bargaining and policy advocacy.

4. What is collective bargaining in Trade Unions?
Collective bargaining is the process by which Trade Unions negotiate with employers on

behalf of workers to establish fair wages, benefits, and working conditions.

5. What is the primary objective of Trade Unions?
The primary objective of Trade Unions is to protect workers’ rights and improve their

welfare by lobbying for fair wages, safe working conditions, and job security.
20
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6. What role do Farmers’ Associations play in lobbying?

Farmers' Associations lobby for policies that support agricultural development, fair
pricing, subsidies, and access to resources. They advocate for farmers' welfare and

represent their interests in discussions with the government and other stakeholders.

7. Mention any two issues that Farmers' Associations typically lobby for.
Farmers' Associations typically lobby for fair crop prices and access to subsidies and

financial support for agricultural activities.

8. What is the significance of lobbying by Chambers of Commerce in economic policy?
Chambers of Commerce influence economic policy by representing the interests of
businesses, advocating for trade-friendly policies, tax benefits, and reduced regulatory

burdens to create a favorable business environment.

9. How do Trade Unions protect workers’ rights?
Trade Unions protect workers’ rights by negotiating with employers for fair wages, safe
working conditions, and benefits through collective bargaining, as well as advocating for

labor laws that secure workers’ welfare.

10. What is the main focus of Farmers' Associations in India?
The main focus of Farmers' Associations in India is to secure better income for farmers,
ensure fair pricing of produce, and advocate for agricultural policies that provide subsidies,

infrastructure, and access to markets.

21
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PART —B

1. Lobbying Institutions in India: Chambers of Commerce, Trade Unions, and Farmers’

Associations:

In India, lobbying institutions play an essential role in shaping public policy and
advocating for the interests of various groups, including businesses, workers, and farmers. These
organizations help articulate the needs and demands of their constituencies to the government,
facilitating policies that promote growth, welfare, and sectoral development. Three key lobbying
institutions in India are Chambers of Commerce, Trade Unions, and Farmers’ Associations.
Each represents distinct groups and sectors, contributing to the development of policies that

impact the economy, labor rights, and agriculture.

1. Chambers of Commerce:

Chambers of Commerce are organized bodies that represent the interests of businesses and the
commercial sector. They work as lobbying institutions by advocating for favorable policies that
enable economic growth, trade, and industrial development. In India, prominent examples
include the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI),
Confederation of Indian Industry (CIl), and Associated Chambers of Commerce and

Industry of India (ASSOCHAM).

Functions and Objectives of Chambers of Commerce:

« Policy Advocacy: Chambers of Commerce lobby for policies that support the growth and

competitiveness of Indian businesses. They engage with government officials, ministries,
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and regulatory bodies to influence economic and trade policies, taxation, and indus
regulations.

« Networking and Information Exchange: Chambers provide networking platforms for
businesses to share information, collaborate, and form alliances. They organize seminars,
workshops, and conferences that allow businesses to gain insights into trends, policies, and
industry standards.

« Trade Promotion: Chambers promote trade both domestically and internationally by
facilitating trade fairs, business delegations, and international partnerships. This role is
crucial in enhancing India’s export potential and establishing trade relations with other
countries.

. Business Support Services: Chambers offer a range of services, including market
research, legal guidance, and assistance with regulatory compliance. These services help

businesses navigate complex regulations and adopt best practices.

Impact of Chambers of Commerce in India:

Chambers of Commerce play a significant role in influencing economic policies by
representing the collective interests of the business community. They work toward creating a
business-friendly environment by advocating for tax reforms, ease of doing business, and
incentives for industry growth. Their lobbying efforts have contributed to reforms that simplify

regulations, promote foreign investment, and enhance India’s global competitiveness.

2. Trade Unions

Trade Unions are organizations formed by workers and employees to protect their rights

and interests. In India, Trade Unions have a strong presence in industries like manufacturing,
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mining, and public services. Some of the major trade unions include the All India Trade Uni
Congress (AITUC), Indian National Trade Union Congress (INTUC), and Centre of Indian

Trade Unions (CITU).

Functions and Objectives of Trade Unions:

Collective Bargaining: Trade Unions negotiate with employers on behalf of employees to
secure fair wages, safe working conditions, job security, and benefits. Collective
bargaining is a critical function that enables workers to achieve equitable working
conditions.

Representation of Worker Interests: Unions represent workers in discussions with
employers, policymakers, and legal authorities. They advocate for policies that support
workers' rights, including laws on minimum wages, social security, and workplace safety.
Advocacy for Labor Rights: Trade Unions lobby for labor laws that protect workers from
exploitation and ensure fair treatment. They engage in political advocacy, protests, and
legal action to push for reforms in labor policies and welfare programs.

Worker Education and Welfare: Unions also focus on educating workers about their
rights and providing welfare support, including healthcare, housing, and skill development.
This empowerment enhances workers' ability to advocate for themselves and improves

their quality of life.

Impact of Trade Unions in India:

Trade Unions have been instrumental in securing workers' rights and welfare. Their

lobbying has led to several landmark labor laws in India, such as the Minimum Wages Act,

Employees' Provident Fund Act, and Industrial Disputes Act. By addressing workplace issues,
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trade unions have contributed to improved labor standards, though they often face challenges |

restrictions on strikes and varying degrees of influence across sectors.

3. Farmers’ Associations:

Farmers' Associations represent the agricultural community and are crucial in lobbying for
policies that protect farmers’ interests. India has several notable farmers' associations, including
the Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU), All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS), and Shetkari Sanghatana.
These organizations work to address issues related to farm incomes, subsidies, agricultural

practices, and rural infrastructure.

Functions and Objectives of Farmers’ Associations:

« Advocacy for Fair Pricing and Subsidies: Farmers' Associations lobby for minimum
support prices (MSPs) that ensure farmers receive fair compensation for their produce.
They also advocate for subsidies on seeds, fertilizers, and machinery to make farming more
affordable.

. Representation and Collective Action: Farmers' Associations represent farmers in
discussions with government authorities, seeking policy reforms and financial support.
They often organize protests, strikes, and rallies to raise awareness about the challenges
faced by farmers.

« Improvement of Agricultural Infrastructure: Farmers' Associations lobby for improved
rural infrastructure, including irrigation facilities, storage warehouses, and transportation

networks. This support is essential to reduce crop wastage and improve access to markets.

25



https://www.studocu.com/in?utm_campaign=shared-document&utm_source=studocu-document&utm_medium=social_sharing&utm_content=omg353-2-13-questions-with-answers

JAI RUBAA COLLECGE OF ENG NEERI NG TI RUPPUR

« Education and Skill Development: Associations provide training to farmers on mod i
farming techniques, sustainable practices, and efficient use of resources. This helps

farmers increase productivity, reduce costs, and adapt to changing market demands.

Impact of Farmers' Associations in India:

Farmers' Associations have played a vital role in shaping agricultural policies and ensuring
that the government addresses issues such as crop pricing, loan waivers, and rural infrastructure.
Their efforts have resulted in initiatives like the introduction of MSPs, subsidized loans, and
various support schemes. However, challenges remain in fully addressing issues such as income

security and market access, which continue to affect small-scale farmers.

Conclusion:

Chambers of Commerce, Trade Unions, and Farmers' Associations are critical lobbying
institutions in India, representing distinct sectors with unique challenges and demands.
Chambers of Commerce promote business interests, advocating for economic policies that
support industry growth and trade expansion. Trade Unions protect worker rights, lobbying for
fair wages, safe working conditions, and social security. Farmers’ Associations strive to
improve the agricultural sector, securing fair prices, subsidies, and infrastructure support for
farmers. Together, these institutions play a crucial role in shaping policies that drive economic
growth, protect worker rights, and support rural development, contributing to India’s overall

socio-economic progress.
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UNIT — 4 CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL ECONOMY OF DEVELOPMENT IN \&&%

INDIA: POLICY DEBATES ON INDIA'S DEVELOPMENT MODELS, RECENT

TRENDS OF LIBERALIZATION OF INDIAN ECONOMY IN DIFFERENT

SECTORS, E-GOVERNANCE

PART — A

CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL ECONOMY OF DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA

1. What is political economy?
Political economy is the study of how political forces influence economic policies and
outcomes, examining the relationship between government actions and economic growth,

social equity, and resource distribution.

2. Define the term "inclusive growth™ in the context of India's development.
Inclusive growth refers to a development approach that ensures all sections of society,
especially marginalized and poor communities, benefit from economic growth, reducing

inequality and poverty.

3. What role does the Planning Commission play in India’s development?
The Planning Commission (now replaced by NITI Aayog) was responsible for
formulating India’s Five-Year Plans, setting growth targets, and guiding government

resource allocation for balanced economic development.

4. What is a mixed economy, and how does it apply to India?
A mixed economy is an economic system combining both public and private sectors.
India follows a mixed economy model, where the government and private sector coexist

and contribute to economic growth.
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POLICY DEBATES ON INDIA'S DEVELOPMENT MODELS

1. What is the Nehruvian model of development?
The Nehruvian model of development, adopted post-independence, emphasized
industrialization, self-reliance, and a dominant public sector to foster economic growth

and reduce dependence on foreign countries.

2. Define the term 'liberalization" in the context of India’s economy.
Liberalization refers to the economic reforms introduced in 1991 to reduce government
controls on business, open the economy to global markets, and encourage private sector

participation.

3. What IS the Gandhian model of development?
The Gandhian model of development emphasizes self-sufficient villages, sustainable
agriculture, local crafts, and the upliftment of rural communities, focusing on a

decentralized approach.

4. What are two major debates in India’s development policy?
Two major debates are between growth versus equity (whether development policies
should prioritize high economic growth or equitable resource distribution) and urban

versus rural focus (balancing urban development with rural needs).

MODELS OF DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA

1. What is the socialistic model of development in India?
The socialistic model advocates for state ownership of resources, equitable distribution,
and a focus on welfare programs. India initially adopted this approach to ensure social

equity and minimize economic disparities.
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2. What does the term ""mixed economy model' mean in India's development

context?
The mixed economy model in India incorporates elements of both socialism and
capitalism, allowing public and private sectors to coexist and contribute to the country’s

development.

3. What is the NITI Aayog, and how does it differ from the Planning Commission?
NITI Aayog is a policy think tank established to replace the Planning Commission, with
a focus on cooperative federalism and a more flexible approach to development,

involving states more actively.

4. What is the export-oriented model of development?
The export-oriented model focuses on promoting goods and services for foreign markets,
thereby increasing foreign exchange reserves, creating jobs, and supporting economic

growth.

RECENT TRENDS OF LIBERALIZATION OF INDIAN ECONOMY IN DIFFERENT
SECTORS

1. When did economic liberalization begin in India, and why?
Economic liberalization began in 1991 to address a balance-of-payments crisis, aiming to
open up the economy to global markets, reduce government intervention, and encourage

private sector growth.

2. Name two sectors that were significantly affected by liberalization.
The banking and telecommunications sectors were significantly affected, with increased
competition, foreign investment, and greater efficiency as a result of liberalization

reforms.
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3. What is privatization, and how has it impacted Indian sectors?

Privatization is the transfer of ownership from the public sector to the private sector,
increasing efficiency, competition, and investment, particularly in sectors like aviation,

telecommunications, and banking.

4. What is FDI, and how has it influenced India’s economy post-liberalization?
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) involves foreign entities investing directly in Indian
businesses, enhancing technology transfer, capital inflows, job creation, and overall

economic growth.

E-GOVERNANCE

1. What is e-governance?
E-governance is the use of information and communication technology by the

government to provide services, enhance transparency, and engage citizens efficiently.

2. List any two advantages of e-governance.
Two advantages are improved transparency (by making information accessible online)
and enhanced accessibility to government services for citizens, reducing physical

barriers.

3. Name any two initiatives of e-governance in India.
Two e-governance initiatives are the Digital India program, aimed at making India
digitally empowered, and the Common Service Centers (CSCs), which offer various

government services in rural areas.
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PART — B

1. CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL ECONOMY OF DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA

Introduction:

The contemporary political economy of development in India refers to the dynamic
interplay between political institutions, economic policies, and social outcomes in the context of
India’s unique historical and cultural background. The transition from a predominantly agrarian
economy to a mixed economy has shaped development strategies that influence poverty

alleviation, employment generation, and sustainable growth.

Key Aspects:

1. Historical Context: India’s economic policies post-independence were largely influenced
by a socialist model, emphasizing self-sufficiency and public sector dominance. However,
the economic crisis of 1991 necessitated a shift towards liberalization, leading to
significant reforms.

2. Liberalization and Growth: The liberalization era initiated in 1991 marked a turning
point, with the introduction of policies aimed at reducing government controls and
encouraging private investment. Sectors such as information technology, pharmaceuticals,
and services have seen remarkable growth, contributing to the GDP and generating
employment.

3. Role of the State: While the state continues to play a crucial role in infrastructure
development and social welfare, the emphasis has shifted towards creating an enabling
environment for private enterprise. Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) have become a

prominent strategy for delivering public goods and services.
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4. Challenges: Despite growth, challenges such as income inequality, regional dispariti\&&%)
and unemployment persist. The political economy framework helps in understanding how
political decisions affect economic policies, impacting the distribution of resources and

benefits.
Conclusion:

In summary, the contemporary political economy of development in India reflects a
complex interplay of historical legacies, policy decisions, and socio-economic realities.
Understanding this context is crucial for formulating policies that promote inclusive growth and

address the persistent challenges faced by the country.

2. POLICY DEBATES ON INDIA'S DEVELOPMENT MODELS

Introduction:

India's development models have been subject to extensive policy debates, reflecting the
diverse perspectives on economic growth, social justice, and sustainable development. These

debates influence policymaking and shape the future trajectory of India’s economy.

Key Debates:

1. Growth vs. Equity: One of the central debates revolves around the trade-off between
economic growth and equity. Proponents of rapid growth argue that it creates the resources
necessary for development, while critics highlight the risks of widening inequality and
suggest prioritizing equitable distribution of wealth and opportunities.

2. Liberalization vs. Protectionism: The liberalization policies of the 1990s sparked debates

on the need for protective measures for domestic industries. While liberalization has led to
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increased foreign investment and competition, concerns about de-industrialization and | ).
of jobs in traditional sectors have emerged.

3. Urban vs. Rural Development: The focus on urbanization as a driver of growth has led
to discussions about the neglect of rural areas, where a significant portion of the population
resides. Balancing urban and rural development is critical to ensure inclusive growth and
social stability.

4. Sustainable Development: With rising environmental concerns, the need for sustainable
development models that balance economic growth with ecological sustainability has
gained prominence. Policymakers are debating how to integrate environmental

considerations into economic planning.
Conclusion:

The policy debates on India’s development models underscore the complexity of managing
economic growth while addressing social and environmental challenges. Effective governance
and inclusive policies are essential to navigate these debates and promote a balanced approach to

development.

3. RECENT TRENDS OF LIBERALIZATION OF INDIAN ECONOMY IN

DIFFERENT SECTORS

Introduction:

The liberalization of the Indian economy, initiated in 1991, has significantly transformed
various sectors. The ongoing reforms focus on enhancing competitiveness, attracting foreign

investment, and improving the efficiency of public services.
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Key Trends:

1. Sectoral Reforms:

o Agriculture: Recent initiatives have aimed to modernize agriculture through
technology adoption, improving supply chains, and enabling direct market access
for farmers.

o Manufacturing: The 'Make in India' initiative seeks to boost manufacturing by
simplifying regulations and incentivizing foreign investment, thereby aiming for
greater self-reliance.

o Service Sector: The IT and software services sector has flourished post-
liberalization, contributing significantly to GDP and exports, showcasing India’s
potential in knowledge-based industries.

2. Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): The government has progressively liberalized FDI
norms across sectors such as defense, telecommunications, and retail. This influx of
foreign capital has enhanced technology transfer and innovation.

3. Privatization and Disinvestment: The strategic disinvestment of state-owned enterprises
has gained momentum, aiming to improve efficiency, reduce the fiscal burden, and
enhance competitiveness.

4. Digital Economy: The rise of e-commerce and digital payments reflects the shift towards
a digital economy, with initiatives like Digital India promoting access to technology and

improving service delivery.

Conclusion: Recent trends in liberalization have catalyzed significant growth across
sectors in India. However, ensuring that these reforms translate into equitable benefits for all

citizens remains a critical challenge.
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4. E-GOVERNANCE

Introduction:

E-governance refers to the application of information and communication technology
(ICT) to deliver government services, improve transparency, and enhance citizen participation in

governance processes.

Key Components:

1. Service Delivery: E-governance initiatives have streamlined service delivery through
online platforms, reducing the need for physical visits to government offices. Services like
birth and death registration, tax payments, and licenses are increasingly accessible online.

2. Transparency and Accountability: Digital platforms promote transparency by making
information readily available to citizens, thus holding government officials accountable.
Initiatives like the Right to Information (RTI) Act and public dashboards enhance
oversight.

3. Citizen Participation: E-governance encourages citizen engagement through online
forums, feedback systems, and participatory budgeting, allowing citizens to voice their
opinions and influence decision-making.

4. Challenges: Despite its advantages, e-governance faces challenges such as the digital
divide, cybersecurity threats, and resistance to change within bureaucratic structures.

Ensuring inclusivity and security is essential for its success.

Conclusion: E-governance represents a transformative approach to governance in India,
with the potential to enhance efficiency, transparency, and citizen engagement. Addressing the

challenges associated with its implementation will be crucial for realizing its full benefits.
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UNIT -5 UNDERSTANDING CIVIL SOCIETY: NEW SOCIAL MOVEMENTS., NGO’S,

MEDIA AND POPULAR CULTURE

PART - A

1. Define civil society.

Civil society refers to the collective organizations and institutions that operate
independently from the state and market, including non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), community groups, and social movements, which engage citizens in social,

political, and economic activities.

2. What are new social movements?

New social movements are collective actions that focus on issues such as identity,
environment, gender, and human rights, emerging in the late 20th century. They often
prioritize social change over traditional political goals and use grassroots organizing and

advocacy to influence public policy.

3. Mention two roles of NGOs in civil society.

Advocacy: NGOs advocate for marginalized groups and raise awareness about social

issues, influencing public policy and legislation.

Service Delivery: NGOs provide essential services, such as education, healthcare, and

disaster relief, particularly in underserved communities.
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4. How does the media contribute to civil society?

The media serves as a platform for information dissemination, facilitates public discourse,
and acts as a watchdog on government and corporate actions, promoting transparency and

accountability in society.

5. Define popular culture.

Popular culture refers to the set of ideas, practices, and phenomena that are prevalent in
mainstream society, often shaped by mass media and reflecting the interests and values of

the general population.

6. What is the significance of social movements in civil society?

Social movements play a crucial role in civil society by mobilizing citizens around
common interests, challenging power structures, and advocating for social change, thereby

enhancing democratic participation and accountability.

7. Give an example of a new social movement in India.

The Narmada Bachao Andolan is an example of a new social movement in India,
advocating for the rights of communities displaced by the construction of large dams along

the Narmada River, highlighting issues of environmental justice and human rights.

8. What is the relationship between media and new social movements?

Media serves as a vital tool for new social movements by amplifying their messages,
mobilizing support, and raising awareness about social issues, while also providing a

platform for public engagement and dialogue.
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The significance of civil society in India through the lens of new social movements, NG( i
media, and popular culture. lllustrate how these elements contribute to social change and

democratic participation.

Introduction:

Civil society in India encompasses a diverse array of organizations and movements that
operate independently from the state and the market. This sector plays a crucial role in promoting
social change and democratic engagement through new social movements, non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), media, and popular culture. Each of these elements contributes uniquely
to the empowerment of citizens, the advocacy for marginalized groups, and the fostering of a

more just society.

New Social Movements:

New social movements in India have emerged since the late 20th century, focusing on
issues such as environmental justice, women's rights, and human rights. Unlike traditional
movements, which often centered on class struggle or political parties, these movements are more

issue-based and grassroots-oriented.

For example, the Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA) is a prominent movement advocating
against the displacement of communities due to large dam projects. The NBA has successfully
mobilized local communities, highlighted environmental concerns, and raised awareness about
human rights violations. Such movements empower citizens to engage actively in political
processes and demand accountability from the government, demonstrating civil society’s role in

fostering democratic values.
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Role of NGOs:

NGOs play a vital role in civil society by addressing various social issues, delivering
services, and advocating for policy changes. They act as intermediaries between the state and

marginalized communities, amplifying their voices in the political arena.

Organizations like Pratham focus on educational initiatives, aiming to improve literacy
rates and access to quality education for underprivileged children. NGOs also engage in advocacy
work, influencing public policy on issues like health, environment, and women’s rights. For
instance, the Self-Employed Women’s Association (SEWA) has empowered women workers
in the informal sector by providing them with resources, training, and a platform for collective
bargaining. This empowerment leads to greater economic independence and improved social

status for women, demonstrating the transformative potential of NGOs within civil society.

Influence of Media:

The media, both traditional and digital, plays a significant role in shaping public discourse,
holding the government accountable, and promoting social change. Investigative journalism

exposes corruption and injustices, prompting public outrage and action.

Social media platforms have further revolutionized the landscape of civil society by
providing a space for grassroots mobilization and engagement. Campaigns like #Me Too and
#Justice for Jayaraj and Fenix gained traction on social media, bringing attention to issues of
sexual harassment and police brutality, respectively. These platforms allow for the rapid
dissemination of information, enabling citizens to rally support and advocate for change, thus

enhancing democratic participation.
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Popular Culture:

Popular culture, manifested through films, music, literature, and art, significantly
influences societal values and norms. It serves as a reflection of society while also shaping public
opinion and attitudes. Films like ""Pink™ and "*Article 15" tackle pressing social issues such as

gender discrimination and caste-based injustices, fostering critical discussions among audiences.

Cultural movements also contribute to social change by challenging stereotypes and
advocating for equality. For instance, street art and performances by artists often address social
Issues, creating awareness and inspiring action. By engaging with popular culture, civil society

can reach a broader audience and promote messages of tolerance, equality, and justice.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, civil society in India is a dynamic and vital force for social change, driven
by new social movements, NGOs, media, and popular culture. These elements work
synergistically to empower citizens, advocate for marginalized groups, and enhance democratic
participation. As India navigates contemporary challenges, the significance of civil society will
continue to grow, fostering a more inclusive and equitable society. The active engagement of
citizens through these platforms is essential for realizing the democratic ideals enshrined in the

Indian Constitution and for building a just society.
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